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H.H. Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji
President, Parmarth Niketan

Dear Divine Souls,
Jai Gange!

I am so glad that Jaladhikar, a project of Center for Social Justice and Democracy, is
organizing a National Convention on Water. As Mahatma Gandhiji said, “There is
always enough to satisfy every man's need, but never enough for one man's greed.” This
is the case for the water crisis that we are facing today. Over-exploitation and over-
extraction of our water resources, one of the most fundamental and vital elements of
existence, is not only a sign of man’s greed but sas become an act of violence or hinsa onto
our environment and all living organisms within it.

India’s major rivers the Ganga and the Yamuna are an example of this violence that has
been perpetrated by the mismanagement and the greed of a few. In the last fifteen years
what we considered the river Yamuna has not had a drop of its original and pristine
waters. Ninety-seven percent of Yamuna is diverted from Yamunotri at its very origin!
Delhi, on an average, extracts 240 million gallons per day (MGD) from the Yamuna for its
fresh water needs, and releases 950 MGD of untreated sewage, rendering the once life-
giving river nothing but gutter water. The exploitation, abuse and pollution of our water
bodies is by far the most grave concern we face in India today.

The situation of Mother Ganga is also direly grim. The human rights crisis of the polluted
waters of the Ganga River have become a growing concern for not only the Indian nation,
for whom it is their very national identity, but also for the international community as
well. It is common knowledge that the Ganga River feeds one-third of India’s population,
providing 25% of India’s water resources, and irrigates over 40% of the total irrigated
land in India. More than 450 million people are dependent upon Her for their very lives
and livelihoods.

Parmarth Niketan, P.O. Swargashram, Rishikesh (Himalayas), Uttarakhand -- 249304, India
Phone: 0135-2440088, 2440077 Fax: 0135-2440066, Email: swamiji@parmarth.com
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The Ganga basin system is the most populous of any living river system, home to a
population thatis equivalent to nearly eight of the most populous European countries put
together. Clearly the Ganga is the life-blood of India. However, nearly 50% of India’s poor
live on Her banks and Her polluted waters take nearly one million lives each year due to
waterborne illness such as typhoid and diarrhea. It's a grave tragedy that so many
innocent and preventable deaths occur every year and we as a nation, as a global family
have notbeen able to come together to find and implement an effective solution.

Itis indeed true that in the next few years the biggest challenge will be one of WATER. If
we remain divided and split in this challenge then a world water war is not far from sight.
But is this the way we wish to proceed and is this the future that we want to hand to the
next generation?

Water IS life and a basic human necessity, which goes beyond any creed or caste and is
universal. Provision of clean water is a basic human right to which all individuals are
entitled. Therefore, it is time now that we must work together as one global family in the
spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, joining hands as one in this challenge. Maintaining
our individual identities, while uniting our strengths, we must walk together and serve
together as one Ganga Action Parivar.

Itis with great pride that I welcome you to the Ganga Action Parivar. In our Parivar, only
Ganga Maiya is the head of the family. There is no hierarchy. We are all sevaks who have
joined hands to use our time, energy, experience and efforts in Her divine seva. Join us on
www.gangaaction.com to find out the many ways that you can help! Itis only by working
together that can we address the challenges that face our world and ensure a better,
brighter, and greener future for the next generations.

It will be wonderful if you organize your next conference here at Parmarth Niketan in
Rishikesh. We can make all the arrangements here at your own Himalayan home. Please
know you are always welcome.

My love and blessings are with you for a fruitful conference.

In the Service of God and humanity,

S Lot

Swami Chidanand Saraswati
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T B8 |
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THTY HI9T :

1. U™ & srgeee 21 & d8d QU Y Sl &l SR’ & ITAR FHI ARTRSD] DI
Y& Ud AT UISTd dl IMYfel GHRed =T |

2. URT IRBR gRT U fhI T M et fd, 2012 & ATol Fle H SoolRad g

BT ISR EReTh D1 aeRT & o 3N TR9 R 2 | g8 fAfYed vu 9 99
o ST =TfRu |

3. UdIpd Sidl G A & WM WR W 9FITd ga1 a3 (Geographic
Information System & GIS) 37 Jgxacii Hda+ (Remote Sensing — RS) Si¥ 3]

dh-Tdh 3R Ih TRYRS ST & IR TR FIRHIBIOT BT 2T |

"TRBHRI TG FRBHNI Ufeharait H oihd= & Alfeld 3TeiRg BT IfaRIY &) fAholdl BT BRI 2 |

gt AT MfIHR Td wrfchant ST el 8 iR w4l ardort=e v Rie Ardta

— dfaume & emers o giiar @ forv s mar
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gRf¥rse
Table 1 : Water Availability
Sl. No | Items Quantity
1 Annual Precipitation (including snowfall) 4000 bem
2 Average Annual Availability 1869 bem
3 (i) Per Capita Water Availability (2001) in cu.m 1816 cu.m
(i1) Per Capita Water Availabilit y (2010) in cu.m 1588 cu.m
4 Estimated Utilizable Water Resources 1123 bem
(1) Surface Water Resources 690 becm
(i1) Ground Water Resources 433 becm
Source: Central Water Commission
Table 2 : Water Demand
(By Different Use)
Water Demand in Km® (or BCM)
Sector Standing Sub-Committee of
MOWR NCIWRD
2010 2025 2050 2010 2025 2050
Low High Low High Low High
Irrigation 688 910 1072 543 557 561 611 628 807
Drinking Water 56 73 102 4 43 55 62 90 11
Industry 12 23 63 37 37 67 67 81 81
Energy 5 15 130 18 19 31 33 63 70
Other 52 72 80 54 54 70 70 111 11
Total 813 1093 1447 694 710 784 843 973 1180

Source: Basin Planning Directorate, CWC, XI Plan
Document.
Report of the Standing Sub-Committee on "Assessment of Availability & requirement of Water for Diverse uses -2000"

Note: NCIWRD: National Commission on Integrated Water Resources Development
BCM: Billion Cubic Meters
MOWR: Ministry of Water Resources.
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Table 3 : Industrial Water Use Productivity, 2000

;I(lic(lizfit(lil\aﬁlé“)’a;l(lﬁ)l (in Industrial water | Industrial water

Country billion const,an ¢ 1995 use, 2000 productivity (IWP),
US$) (km*/year) 2000 (USS$ IVA/m>)

Japan 1890 16 119.62

Korea,

Republic of 286 3 93.66

UK 340 7 47.28

The

Netherlands 120 > 25.17

Germany 748 32 23.43

USA 2148 221 9.73

China 594 162 3.67

India 120 35 3.42

United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and World
Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) (2006) as cited in Van-Rooijen et al. (2008).

Waste water treatment capacity in urban areas in India, 2008

Table 4 : Sewage recycle

Catesor No. of Total water Wastewater Treatment

8OTY | cities | supply (in MLD) | generation (in MLD) | capacity (in MLD)
Class-I 0
city 498 44,769.05 35,558.12 11,553.68 (32%)
Class-II .
town 410 3,324.83 2,696.7 233.7 (8%)
Total 908 48.093.88 38,254 11787.38 (31%)

Source : CPCB (2008).
MLD : Million Litres Daily.
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